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New Hope-Solebury School District School Board 

Curriculum Advisory Committee  

May 24, 2012 Meeting Minutes  

As Approved July 11, 2012 
 

 
 
 

I. Meeting was called to order at 6:35PM 

 
II. Roll Call: 

 

Committee members present: R. Boccuti, L. Rodrigues, M. Daley, P.. Wood, W. Ge, S. 

Marrone, E. Lewis, K. Zander. Not present: J. Adar, A. Castelli, M. Cosner, J. Gomez, J. 

Gormley, D. Lieberman, N. Rachlin, G. Tealer, V. Mitchell. 

 

Community Members present were Matt Rodrigues and E.S. Wright. 

 
III. Review and Approval of Minutes from April 23 Committee Meeting 

 

The April 23 minutes were approved with no changes (final approved version is 

attached). 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

There was no old business. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1) Committee Priorities and Roadmap 

 

 Mr. Zander presented the results of NHSD Curriculum Priorities Assessment Survey 

and the existing curriculum roadmap input, all from the pre-meeting packet. 

 Dr. Lewis presented a summary of his Curriculum Roadmap priorities, and 

distributed a related curriculum priorities document. 

 

Discussion by all attendees included: 

 

 All recognize that a priority activity is to build the PDE-required Comprehensive 

Plan as a guide to future District activity. 

 There was general agreement with Dr. Lewis’ intent to revitalize the Curriculum 

Renewal Cycle for the District, including agreement with the current plan to 

prioritize the Science curriculum in this process. 

 Some concern was raised with the pace of the renewal process as reflected in the 

discussion document, and several comments noting that the Math program renewal 

should be a top priority. 
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 Question was raised whether the School Board feels math is important. Mr. Zander 

responded that it does, evidenced by the Board Meeting discussions of December 

and January as well as curriculum survey responses from Board members. 

 Current challenges with the Understanding by Design (UbD) model were discussed, 

including alignment with the curriculum Rubicon tool. Dr. Lewis explained his 

intention to refresh staff training around UbD and to review use of the Rubicon tool 

relative to current curriculum. 

 Discussion arose around the history of PDE in the district as related to UbD and 

other training topics, recognizing the budget has had a negative impact on PDE in 

recent years.   

 It was noted that no incentives exist for teaching staff to excel in curriculum 

delivery, as well as no metrics related to the impact of PDE activity in driving 

improved curriculum delivery. 

 Discussion of the role of curriculum liaisons. It was noted that historically the liaison 

role has been one-way to distribute curriculum requirements, while the current intent 

is to make this a two-way liaison role to drive sharing of best practices and  

consistent delivery across classrooms.   

 

VI. Committee Discussion (All Topics)  

There was no further Committee discussion. 

VII. Public Discussion (All Topics)  

There was no further Public discussion. 

VIII. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM. 

 


